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Cool Inventions

NG KIDS reveals the latest and greatest in techno triumph.

BY SEAN McCOLLUM

Can your teeth receive phone calls? Can your jacket play the latest Avril?
With these new inventions, anything's possible! NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

Kios investigated the latest gizmos to find out what they do—
and how. Our favorites are here, so check them out. After all,
how else will you find out about a robot that mows the lawn?

"NET SPECS

Invention: Projectable Disp ol

Price: 51,000 (but not y yet Aval

__________________________

What's in It for You? Yolr're
want to catch a maovie but t
what time it starts, What da you
on to your glasses! With a tosch
a computer screen seems to
of your eyes as you surf the Wi
will be able to walk around and
to e-mail and the Internet,”
Optical President Paul Za

How It Works: A tiny projector
glasses communicates with'a ha
puter or other device, The projector the
beams images through spacial lenses
glasses—images anly the wearer aaff
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ROAD TRIP

Invention: Trikke
Fﬂ_IIE_;:E.]E,U 523:: R
What's in It for You? It mal.r Took Tike
a scooter, But with this cool ride, you
naver have to put 4 foot on the ground.
"Just shift your weight from side to side”
says Michela Maletis, 12, of Slerra Madre,
California. “It's kind of like downhill skiing.”
How It Works: The rider’s shifting weight
translates into a push From the Trikke's rear
wheals, kind of how your in:line skates work.
And hke & three-legged stool, Trikke's three
wheels make it more stable than & two- -..* -
wheeled scooter, -

MY TOOTH’S RINGING
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What's in It for You? lrrlp]am ed ina mlar,
this electronic device can receive cell phone
n:al]s that Dnh' thE wearer can hear

How It Works: The plmns- tooth contains
d microchip that acts ike @ tiny one-way
walkie-talkie to direct radio signals from
the air to your tooth, These stgnals invisibly
vibrate the user's jaw. Those vibrations create
nwvisible spund waves that carry a message to
YOUT INREr Edr

TURN UP YOUR JACKET!

!n}rentlun ‘iur*un_ A_G Ch:-ne M[J acket

Price: ﬂtlﬂ'ﬂ 5‘ a0

What's in It for You? This 1a:kel
has a built-in sound system!
Patches on the sleeve allow users
to.control @ mini-disc player in
the jﬂt_hel 5 pocl ket,
How It Works: No wires
needed for this jacket!
[nstead, a special touch-
sensitive fabric carries your
command—louder, new tune,
—from the arm control
panel to the MO player, which
i connected to headphones.

TYPE FACE

lm-'lzr]tmn u':rtual Eﬂmputer Eeyhoard pets

P'r]-ce- E.rl_l][| ta n1.j||u1._-1q|ur&|¢_. the Llelnr[-' will
up T.|'|-’: price of i Imndl.elu computer h} 555

What's in It for You? Most handhelds are
about the size of a deck of cards, That makes
typing, well, challenging. But when the hand-
held comes with this virtual technology, a
ghostly kevboard can be projected onto any
flat surface, ':u:h asa mbletnp

How It Works: A cnmputer chip built into
# handheld device beams out the keyboard,
Sensors can tell where your fingers land and
instantly zap that info back to the device.
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UNDER YOUR SKIN

What's in It for You? Nao bigger than a grain

of rice, this device provides a lot of infor-

miation. Implanted under a person's skin, the
gadget can give personal identification’ data
to-people such as police or rescue squads, In

the future, chips with sateflite technology

might help ocate people whoare lost, HOWBV{

How It Works: Each VeriChip contains a num- Invention: Robomower RLBOO
ber that is read by a special scanner. That ﬁ-m 55.;,;;. 5;{33 NN
BRIV 35 RRCE b ALOIBITE: M) What's in It for You? Hate your job as the family weed whacker? Try

cannects the number to information about
the person who had the chip implanted.

e
|

RECYCLED FASHION

Invention: SLIK fabric and clothes

What's in It For You? This fabric is
made from recycled plastic shop-
ping bags, Creator Karin Carter
then fashions the material into
purses, jackets, pants—even a par-
ka that r_lnuh]es asa sleepm_q bag' )
Hnn’ It Hnri:s. Cart:er first shreds
and cuts up the plastic bags. A
press then uses heat and pressure
to combine the pleces together to
create the leathery fabric.

the Robomower! This automatic grass cutter will do the job while you
do something that's actually fun.

How It Works: Robomower owners place hidden wires to mark the area
to be cut. The maching's sensors detect these wires, and then it mows
back and forth until the entire area is cut. The sensors also let the
Robomower know if it needs to avoid an obstacle, &nd a bonus; The
rechargeable hatteries are eco-friendly!

¥
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Invention: Internet Refrigarator

il

What's in It for You? Surf the Web, take digital pictures,
create video messages, watch TV, send e-mail, and download

A R R T e o AR - — e . o i - e

How It Works: Like a computer, this refrigerator is hooked
into the Internet via a phone Hine, The maker, LG Electronics,
has also created an Internet microwave and washing machine.

ADOPT A 'BOT

Invention: ER1 Personal Robot
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Price: about $600 without

What's in It for You? This
camputer on wheels can
Tollow you around, tell you
you're a genius, bark when
it senses a loud noise, and
perform other simple tasks.
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How It Works: The laptop 11.

this robat’s brain, so it can

be programmed just like your
computer, Its camera "eye” allows
it to move around and identify
people and objects.




